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His paper on " The Failure of Universal Suffrage " deserves the attention it received both at home and abroad, for its earnest consideration of the gravest topics. Woman-suffrage naturally fell under his disapproval as a part of "promiscuous" suffrage, and for oilier reasons which we shall consider later.
The lowest deep of Parkman's hatred was reserved for sellish politicians* By as much as he considered statesmanship the highest calling, so did he despise the demagogue as a "political reptile." There was nothing in our national life that he feared to the same degree. Boundless perils were held in store for us by "the machines1* and the demagogue's control of an ignorant proletariat. His words on the subject arc swords of flume:
41 Never, sineo history recorded the* life of nations, was Huch a people so lod, or rather BO entangled in such a political mesh-work. Wo make uo allusion to this party or that. Meu and parties will change, but tho same bad system rules rampant over all. Still the same withering machinery of caucuses and conventions, the same combinations, wheel within ' wheel, of adroit and selfish managers, the organized scramble of mean men for petty spoils, clogging tho avenues and outlets of public opinion, jealously vigilant of the rostrum and tho press, and limiting the votes of an- acquiescent people to such candidates as may suit, not tho national interests, but their own. Aa freemen and sovereigns wo go to the polk and cast our votes, not after our own judgment, but at tho dictation of self-constituted knots and combinations of men whom we
oan neither esteem nor trust.    If we did otherwise our
IS